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Rates   of  Wages  and  Hours  of  Labour  in  Canada, 
September,  1920,  and  September,  1921 


HHHE  present  bulletin,  which  is  the  third  of  a  series  on  wages  and  hours  of 
labour  in  Canada,  is  intended  to  bring  down  to  date  of  September,  1921,  on 
a  more  extended  basis,  information  regarding  the  trend  of  wages  and  hours  of 
lalbour  in  Canada  which  had  been  contained  in  Reports,  No.  1  and  No.  2. 

The  first  bulletin  covered  the  period  from  1901  to  1920,  and  contained  rates 
of  wages  and  hours  of  labour  in  thirteen  cities  of  Canada  for  a  selected  number 
of  building,  metal,  and  printing  trades,  and  for  the  most  important  class  of 
electric  railway  employees,  conductors  and  motormen.  It  also  contained  tables 
of  wages  of  typical  classes  of  steam  railway  operating  employees,  while  a  num- 
ber of  samples  of  rates  for  common  labour  in  factories,  for  miscellaneous  fac- 
tory trades  and  for  employees  in  the  lumbering  industry  were  listed,  to  illustrate 
the  trend  of  wages  in  these  classes  of  occupations  during  the  ten-year  period 
of  1911-1920. 

The  second  bulletin  gave  statistics  for  September,  1920,  and  June,  1921. 
Steam  railway  employees  were  omitted  because  their  rates  of  wages  and  condi- 
tions of  employment  had  not  changed  during  the  period  under  review.  The 
statistics  in  the  supplementary  tables  in  Report  No.  1  on  factory  labour  and 
employees  in  the  lumbering  industries  were  not  published  for  June.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  number  of  building  and  metal  trades  included  was  increased,  a 
new  class,  electric  linemen,  was  added  to  electric  railway  employees,  and  several 
miscellaneous  occupations  were  added,  while  the  number  of  cities  for  which 
rates  were  listed  was  increased  from  thirteen  to  twenty-seven. 

The  present  bulletin  serves  to  indicate  increases  or  decreases  in  rates  of 
wages  or  hours,  from  September,  1920,  to  September,  1921.  The  sources  of  in- 
formation >are  of  the  same  character  as  in  the  first  two  bulletins,  namely,  returns 
from  employers,  trade  unions,  signed  agreements  in  force,  and  in  some  cases 
reports  from  Departmental  officers  and  correspondents.  So  far  as  possible,  data 
for  1921  are  of  the  same  nature  and  from  the  same  sources  as  for  1920.  Where 
no  one  predominating  rate  could  be  found  in  the  returns  received,  the  ranges  of 
representative  rates  appear.  In  some  instances,  where  at  September,  1921,  condi- 
tions, chiefly  in  the  printing  trades,  were  uncertain  owing  to  the  fact  that  an 
appreciable  number  of  the  men  engaged  in  a  trade  were  on  strike,  foot-notes 
appear.  Where  September  rates  were  not  available  those  for  the  nearest  month 
for  which  figures  were  available  have  been  inserted,  also  indicated  by  foot-notes. 

Table  I  covers  the  same  localities  as  Report  No.  2  issued  as  a  supplement 
to  the  September  issue  of  the  Labour  Gazette.  It  also  covers  practically  the 
same  classes,  but  the  number  of  printing  trades  has  been  increased,  also  the  num- 


ber  of  classes  in  the  group  of  electric  railways,  light  and  power.  Three  classes 
of  civic  employees  have  been  added.  Thus  there  are  32  classes  instead  of  27  as 
in  Report  No.  2.  It  was  not  found  feasible  to  separate  electric  railways  from 
light  and  power,  owing  to  the  fact  that  electric  linemen  and  electricians  (i.  e. 
power-house)  are  found  in  both  industries,  and  also  that  in  many  cities,  the- 
operation  of  electric  railways  and  light  and  power,  is  conducted  as  a  single  in- 
dustry. 

In  the  building  trades,  plasterers  were  included  and  roofers  omitted.  The 
statistics  for  common  labour  in  Table  I  have  been  limited  to  civic  labourers,, 
while  a  number  of  samples  of  common  labour  in  factories  have  been  given  in 
Table  III  on  the  same  lines  as  in  Report  No.  1. 

The  Metal  Trades  Group  does  not  include  those  employed  in  railway  shops, 
but  railway  shop  employees  are  shown  in  Table  V  under  "Steam  Railways,"  in 
which  group  rates  for  21  classes  of  workers  (in  running  trades,  maintenance-of- 
way,  telegraphy,  and  shop  trades)  are  shown.  The  rates  for  railway  employees 
being  standard  for  the  whole  country,  are  not  given  by  localities,  but  for 
Canada  as  a  whole,  with  a  foot-note  as  to  certain  exceptions. 

For  factory  labour,  in  Table  II,  a  group  of  occupations  was  selected  in  each 
industry  included,  and  a  number  of  samples  were  then  chosen  of  wages  reported 
for  each  occupation  by  employers  at  the  two  dates  (1920  .and  1921).  Where 
possible,  an  attempt  was  made  to  take  samples  suitably  distributed  over  Canada 
from  East  to  West. 

In  lumbering,  samples  are  given  for  occupations  in  logging,  and  in  saw- 
milling  in  several  provinces,  for  British  Columbia  the  prevailing  rates  in  the 
coast  and  mountain  districts  beng  given  instead  of  sample  returns. 

Index  Numbers  of  Wage   Rates 

In  Report  No.  I  tables  of  index  numbers  were  given  in  order  to  show  the 
general  trend  of  the  movement  in  rate  of  wages  and  hours  of  labour.  The  first 
set  of  index  numbers  was  for  the  rates  of  wages  from  1901  to  1920  in  the 
thirteen  selected  cities.  For  each  series  of  rates,  that  is,  for  each  trade  or  oc- 
cupation in  each  locality,  index  numbers  were  calculated  both  from  the  hourly- 
rates  and  from  the  weekly  rates,  and  these  index  numbers  were  averaged  by 
groups  for  all  the  localities,  thus  indicating  the  percentage  of  change  in  weekly 
rates  and  in  hourly  rates  for  each  group.  The  year  1913  was  taken  as  the  base 
year,  that  is,  the  rate  for  1913  in  each  case  was  taken  as  100,  so  that  the  index 
numbers  showed  the  percentages  of  change  prior  to  and  since  that  date.  An 
average  was  also  made  for  all  of  the  series  in  these  tables,  in  order  to  indicate 
the  general  trend  in  wages  in  such  trades  as  a  whole.  In  making  the  average 
index  numbers  the  simple  arithmetical  averages  were  taken.  This  table  of  index 
numbers  for  the  thirteen  cities  has  now  been  brought  down  to  June,  1921,  and 
September,  1921.    The  average  percentage  changes  in  rates  for  the  twenty-seven 


cities  have  also  been  calculated  and  compared  with  those  in   each  group   for 
thirteen  cities  and  found  to  be  approximately  the  same. 

A  table  of  index  numbers  of  wages  for  factory  trades,  for  common  labour 
in  factories,  and  for  lumbering,  calculated  from  the  sample  records,  was  also 
published  for  the  period  of  1911  to  1920  in  Report  No.  1.  This  \has  also  been 
brought  down  to  1921  in  the  following  manner.  Records  were  not  available  in 
all  cases  for  1921  to  continue  the  sample  records  published  in  Report  No.  1,  but 
for  1920  and  1921  a  larger  number  of  samples  was  available  than  for  the  ten 
year  period.  From  the  samples  for  the  two  years  here  published  the  average 
percentage  change  in  hourly  rates  has  been  calculated  for  each  group ;  that  is, 
for  common  labour,  for  miscellaneous  factory  trades  and  for  lumbering  trades. 
In  each  group  the  index  number  for  1920  was  therefore  reduced  by  the  per- 
centage change  so  ascertained.  The  changes  in  weekly  rates  were  not  calculated 
because  the  information  as  to  regular  weekly  hours  was  incomplete  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  short  time  in  some  cases. 

The  classes  of  labour  for  which  rates  are  published  in  Table  I  and  used  for 
the  calculation  of  the  thirteen-city  index  number  tato"e  for  the  period  1901  to 
1921  are,  in  the  main,  skilled  trades;  and  practically  all,  even  the  unskilled,  are 
in  most  cities  organized  to  a  great  extent  in  trade  or  labour  unions.  The  statistics 
given  in  these  tables  therefore  show  wage  rates  and  hours  of  labour  in  a  number 
of  organized  ooccupations  in  certain  cities  at  the  two  dates  under  review.  They 
do  not,  however,  indicate  the  changes  in  wages  or  hours  of  organized  or  unor- 
ganized classes  of  labour  in  rural  districts  or  outlying  parts,  such  as  farming, 
mining,  lumbering,  fishing,  etc.  The  index  numbers  calculated  from  sample 
rates  of  wages  show  to  some  extent  the  trend  of  wages  for  common  labour  in  fac- 
tories, for  a  number  of  miscellaneous  factory  trades  and  for  the  lumbering  in- 
dustry. The  index  numbers  published  in  the  March  bulletin  indicated  that 
rates  of  wages  for  these  classes  increased  from  1913  to  1920  in  somewhat  greater 
proportion  than  for  occupations  in  the  building,  metal,  printing  trades,  etc. 
The  figures  for  1921  as  compared  with  1920  in  most  cases  show  somewhat 
greater  decreases  in  the  average  for  employees  in  factories  and  in  'lumbering 
than  in  the  building,  metal,  printing  trades,  etc. 

An  addendum  on  wages  in  coal  mining  from  1900  to  1921  is  included. 


INDEX  NUMBERS  OF  RATES  OF  WAGES  FOR  21  CLASSES  IN  13  CITIES  OF  CANADA,  1901-1921 
Rates  in  1913=100 


Building 
7cla 

Trades 
ises 

Metal ' 
5cl< 

rrades 
isses 

Printing 
2ch 

Weekly 
rates 

Trades 
isses 

Hourly 
rates 

60.0 
61.6 
62.6 
66.1 
68.5 
72.2 
78.4 
80.5 
83.4 
87.8 
91.6 
96  0 
100.0 
102.4 
103.6 
105.8 
111.3 
123.7 
145.9 
184.0 
193.3 

Street  R 
lcl 

ailways 

IBS 

Steam 
Railways 
6  classes 

•Rates 

Averas 

efor 

Year 

15  classes  J 

21  classes 

Weekly 
rates 

Hourly 
rates 

Weekly 
rates 

Hourly 

rates 

Weekly 
raets 

Hourly 
rates 

Weekly 
rates 

t  Hourly 
rates 

1901 

69.3 

73.2 

74.6 

76.3 

78.6 

81.7 

84.8 

85.9 

87.3 

90  0 

92.6 

97.4 

100  0 

100.3 

100.5 

101.5 

108.8 

123.8 

142  9 

171.9 

164.0 

60.3 

64.2 

67.4 

69.7 

73.0 

76.9 

80.2 

81'.  5 

83.1 

86.9 

90.2 

96.0 

100  0 

100.8 

101.5 

102.4 

109.9 

125.9 

148.2 

180.9 

170.5 

72.8 

74.2 

76.2 

78.9 

81.3 

82.4 

85.0 

87.3 

88.6 

89.5 

92.2 

95.9 

100  0 

100.4 

101.2 

110.4 

124.0 

146.7 

165.3 

189.3 

166.2 

68.6 
70.2 
73.3 
75.9 
78.6 
79.8 
82.4 
84.7 
86.2 
88.8 
91  0 
95.3 
100  0 
100.5 
101.5 
106.9 
128.0 
155.2 
180.1 
209.4 
186.8 

66.6 
68.3 
69.0 
72.3 
74.2 
75.8 
79.3 
81.5 
83.8 
88.2 
91.8 
96.0 
100  0 
102.4 
103.6 
105.8 
111.3 
123.7 
145.5 
181.7 
188.3 

65.7  » 

70.0 

72.1 

74.0 

74.4 

76.7 

82.2 

82.5 

81.5 

86.5 

88.1 

92.3 
100  0 
100.6 

97.4 
102.5 
115.1 
130.3 
150.5 
179  1 
177.9 

64.0 
68.0 
71.1 
73.1 
73.5 
75.7 
81.4 
81.8 
81.1 
85.7 
88.1 
92.3 
100  0 
101.0 
97.8 
102.2 
114.6 
142.9 
163.3 
194.2 
192.1 

70.8 
73.6 
76.7 
78.6 
78.9 
80.2 
85.5 
86.7 
86.7 
91.2 
96.4 
98.3 
100  0 
101.7 
101.7 
104.9 
110.1 
133.2 
154.2 
186.6 
165.3 
1 

69.8 
•     72.7 
74.2 
76.4 
78.6 
80  8 
83.9 
85.5 
86.9 
89.4 
92.1 
96.4 
100  0 
100.6 
101.0 
110.3 
114.5 
131.6 
151.0 
179.3 
168.8 

64.9 

1902 

67.8 

1903 

70.7 

1904 

73.1 

1905 

75  3 

1906 

77.9 

1907 

81.9 

1908 

83.3 

1909 

84.5 

1910 

88.4 

1911 

91.2 

1912 

96  2 

1913 

100  0 

1914 

101.1 

1915 

101.6 

1916 

105.2 

1917 

114.8 

1918 

135.1 

1919 

158.0 

1920 

190.3 

1921 

176.5 

•Per  mile,  day,  etc. 

tln^ludes  Index  numbers  of  mileage  rates,  etc..  on  steam  railways. 

JDoes  not  include  railway  classes. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  INDEX  NUMBERS  OF  SAMPLE  RATES  OF  WAGES  FOR  COMMON  LABOUR  IN  FACTORIES, 
MISCELLANEOUS  FACTORY  TRADES,  AND  LUMBERING  INDUSTRY:  1911-1921. 

Rates  in  1913=100 


1 
Mis-ellaneous 

Common  Labour 

Factory 

Lumbering: 

in  Factories: 

Trades: 

15  Samples  (•; 

Year 

35  Samples  (a) 

72  Samples  (a) 

Hourly 

! 

Hourly 

Hourly 

rates 

rates 

rates 

1911 

94.9 

95.4 

96.3 

1912 

98.1 

97.1 

98.8 

1913 

100  0 

100  0 

100  0 

1914 

101.0 

103.2 

94.7 

1915 

101.0 

106.2 

89.1 

1916 

110.4 

115.1 

109.5 

1917 

129.2 

128.0 

130.2 

1918 

152.3 

146.8 

150.5 

1919 

180.2 

180.2 

169.8 

1920 

215.3 

216.8 

202.7 

1921 

190.6 

202.0 

152.6 

(a)  Index  numbers  for  1921  calculated  by  reducing  tbose  for  1920  bv  the  extent  of  the  average  decrease  per  cent  in  each  group  from 
1920  to  1921,  shown  bv  the  samples  available  for  both  1920  and  1921  as  follows:— Common  labour  in  factories,  65  samples;  nus:ellnae- 
ous  factory  tradas,  257  samples;  lumbering,  46  samples. 
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ADDENDUM   ON   WAGES   OF   COAL   MINERS,    1900-1921 


Report  No.  1,  on  wages  and  hours  of  labour  in  Canada,  issued  as  a  sup- 
plement to  the  Labour  Gazette  for  March,  1921,  did  not  contain  statistics  as  to 
wages  for  coal  miners,  as  the  information  then  available  was  incomplete.  Addi- 
tional figures  being  now  available,  Table  A  contains  statistics  back  to  1900 
for  a  small  number  of  classes  in  each  of  the  three  principal  coal  mining  areas 
in  Canada,  illustrating  the  trend  of  wage  changes  in  this  industry,  as  was  done 
for  a  number  of  other  industries  in  Report  No.  1. 

The  four  classes  in  each  district  for  which  figures  are  given  were  chosen 
chiefly  as  typical  of  the  numerous  classes  employed,  the  choice,  however, 
being  governed  to  some  extent  by  the  classes  for  which  continuous  records  were 
available.  In  all  cases,  except  one  noted  in  the  table,  averages  for  figures  from 
at  least  two  mining  operators  are  given.  In  Aliberta  in  the  Southern  district 
practically  all  the  'large  operators  pay  the  same  rates,  which  are  also  paid  in 
the  adjoining  areas  in  British  Columbia  including  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  dis- 
trict. Contract  miners  and  miners  on  day  rates  are  given  as  illustrating  the 
wages  for  qualified  miners,  that  is  men  holding  certificates  permitting  them  to 
perform  certain  mining  operations.  Drivers  are  given  as  illustrative  of  ex- 
perienced men  in  underground  work,  and  surface  labourers  as  illustrative  of 
changes  in  rates  for  common  labour.  Underground  labourers  usually  receive 
slightly  higher  rates  than  those  on  the  surface.  No  rates  are  shown  for  me- 
chanics, such  as  machinists,  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  etc.,  nor  for  engineers  and 
firemen,  a  fairly  large  number  of  whom  are  employed.  The  wages  of  these  have 
in  most  cases  changed  to  about  the  same  extent  as  for  the  actual  mining  em- 
ployees. 

In  coal  mining  a  large  proportion  of  the  men  work  "on  con- 
tract" that  is,  singly  or  in  pairs  or  small  groups.  They  are  given 
one  part  of  the  mine  to  work,  either  "at  the  face"  removing  the 
coal,  being  paid  by  the  ton  produced,  or  perhaps  developing  or  open- 
ing up  a  section  of  the  mine,  (laying  tracks,  timbering,  etc.,  being  paid 
according  to  the  amount  of  coal  produced  incidentally,  the  yardage  covered,  etc. 
Upwards  of  40  or  50  per  cent  of  the  mine  employees  are  engaged  in  this  way,  the 
number  varying  according  to  circumstances.  The  average  earnings  per  day 
worked  therefore  indicate  the  wages  obtained  by  this  important  class.  It  should 
be  noted,  however,  that  these  men  have  not  only  to  provide  tools  as  do  other 
skilled  workingmen,  but  have  to  buy  supplies  required  for  their  work,  particul- 
arly powder  for  explosives.  In  addition  to  this,  qualified  miners  are  also  en- 
gaged by  the  operators  of  the  mines  to  perform  work  of  this  character  or  in 
connection  with  the  upkeep  of  the  mine,  ventilation,  etc.,  being  paid  by  the  day. 
Men  engaged  in  moving  coal,  loaders,  haulage  men,  drivers,  etc.,  are  also  in  some 
oases  paid  by  the  ton. 
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In  comparing  the  figures  for  the  various  districts  and  the  figures  from  year 
to  year  for  a  given  district  it  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  in  many  respects  con- 
ditions vary  greatly  according  to  both  place  and  time.  Without  a  large  amount 
of  such  data  available  for  the  analysis  of  the  statistics,  no  analysis  of  the  figures 
shown  here  is  possible  other  than  that  showing  approximately  the  relative 
changes  in  wage  rates  from  year  to  year  in  each  case,  and  it  is  for  this  purpose 
only  that  the  present  statistics  are  published.  In  regard  to  two  conditions, 
however,  fuel  and  housing,  the  following  points  should  be  mentioned. 

On  account  of  various  conditions  incidental  to  coal  mining  operations,  it  is 
the  custom  for  the  operators  of  the  mines  to  provide  houses  for  a  portion  at 
least  of  the  miners  employed  at  rental  charges  more  or  less  nominal,  varying 
according  to  the  size,  age  and  condition  of  the  houses.  Water  and  electric  light 
are  also  in  some  cases  provided  at  low  rates.  Coal  is  usually  provided  at  rates 
lower  than  for  the  public,  the  price  being  based  nominally  on  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction at  the  pit  mouth.  Accordingly,  the  cost  of  housing  and  fuel  for  coal 
miners  has  on  thie  whole  not  risen  greatly  since  1914,  in  many  cases  no  increases 
having  been  made  by  the  mine  operators,  smaller  increases  in  wages  being  given, 
therefore,  than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case. 

TaJble  B  shows  the  wages  for  a  number  of  classes  in  each  district  in  Sep- 
tember, 1920,  and  in  September,  1921,  the  rates  shown  being  for  one  of  the 
large  operating  companies  in  each  district.  Since  September,  the  rates  for  miners 
on  Vancouver  Island  were  decreased  30c.  per  day  on  November  1st  and  6c.  per 
day  on  February  1st.  Decreases  were  proposed  by  some  of  the  most  important 
operators  in  Nova  Scotia  but  were  referred  to  a  Conciliation  Board.  The  rates 
for  Southern  Alherta,  which  also  prevail  in  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  area  in 
British  Columbia,  are  those  provided  for  in  an  agreement  which  expires  March 
31,  1922. 
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